ENGLISH   TRADESMAN.                        47

most aversion, and even abhorrence; for the cir-
cumstances of it are attended with so many mortifi-
cations, and so many shocking things, contrary to
all the views and expectations that a tradesman can
begin the world with, that he cannot think of it but
as we do of the grave, with a dullness in the blood
and a tremour in the spirits. Breaking is the death
of a tradesman; he is mortally stabbed, or, as we
may say, shot through the head, in his trading ca-
pacity ; his shop is shut up, as it is when a man is
buried ; his credit, the life and blood of his trade, is
stagnated ; and his attendance, which was the pulse
of his business, is stopped, and beats no more; in a
word, his fame, and even name, as to trade, is bu-
ried ; and the commissioners that act upon him and
all their proceedings, are but like the executors of
the defunct, dividing the ruins of his fortune ; and,
at last, his certificate is a kind of performing the
obsequies for the dead, and praying him out of
purgatory.

Did ever tradesman set up on purpose to break ?
Did ever a man build himself a house on purpose to
have it burnt down ? I can by no means grant that
any tradesman, at least in his senses, can entertain
the least satisfaction in his trading, or abate any-
thing of his diligence in trade, from the easiness of
breaking, or the abated severities of the bankrupt
act.

I could argue it from the nature of the act itself,
which indeed was made, and is effectual, chiefly for
the relief of creditors, not debtors; to secure the
bankrupt's effects for the use of those to whom of
right they belong; and to prevent the extravagant
expenses of the commission, which before were such
as often devoured all, ruining both the bankrupt
and his creditors too. This the present law has
providently put a stop to, and the creditors now are